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Foreword 
C H A R L E S  H .  STEVEIVS 
DURINGTHE PERIOD this issue of Library Trends has 
been in final preparation, educational television channels in many 
cities have been telecasting an illuminating series of lectures with the 
general title, “The Ascent of Man.” This extraordinary program, 
shown previously in England and based on a book of the same title, 
features  the late Professor Jacob Bronowski, distinguished 
mathematician, historian and biologist. From three continents and 
dozens of locations important to the story, Bronowski traces the 
anthropological and scientific history of mankind. Emphasizing the 
adaptability of homo supiens, the lectures reinforce the thesis that man 
has overcome the obstacles of his environment and has become a 
dominant creature because he could adjust rapidly to circumstantial 
changes requiring substantial transfer of knowledge, and because he 
had the singular ability to survive and progress both as an individual 
and as a social animal. In support of his position, Bronowski uses visual 
and  oral  material so penetrat ing and  convincing that it will 
undoubtedly become a part of  televisions’s growing repertory, to be 
seen again and again for a decade or  more. 
Without going into the arguments kindled by Bronowski, it is 
possible to conclude with him that there is evidence of an ascent of man 
and that the ascent will probably continue. His lectures show that one 
may look backward through history to see that man has accepted no 
limitation of time, space o r  resources as final. The  seeming barriers 
have become challenges, yielding sooner or  later to the force or  
knowledge man applies. These victories are the milestones displayed 
by Bronowski for the television audience. They show the ascent of man 
taking place on a ladder of recorded information. The succession of 
civilizations. and the broader dominion which man exercises over his 
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environment in each, arise from his ability to record, retrieve and reuse 
the valuable lessons learned in the school of experience. 
In our era, the library has had a share of the responsibility for the 
preservation and dissemination of recorded materials. Improved 
transportation and communication facilities have helped to make 
library resources more widely available. Barriers of time and distance 
between the information seeker and the knowledge sought are 
crumbling. As libraries use new technology to meet the pressing needs 
for information, the obstacles will become easier to negotiate. When 
that occurs, library cooperation and interlibrary networking will give 
toe space for another step in the ascent of man. 
In his optimistic projection for the future of mankind, Bronowski 
made a plausible case for the development of shared library service 
through cooperative activities and networking. He maintained that a 
democracy of the intellect, based on the widespread availability of 
knowledge and information, is essential to the success and continuity of 
man’s ascent. An aristocracy of intellect in which access to knowledge is 
limited to the elite, breeds revolution and destruction. 
This observation is now under attack by those whose shortsighted 
views suggest that profit is the only impetus for inquiry, and gain the 
only impulse for publication or dissemination of information. Their 
argument is that information is a commercial good that must be sold to 
those who can and will pay for it. If commercially available information 
must compete with freely available information in library networks, the 
unbiased sources of information will vanish, they say, leaving 
government propaganda unchallenged access to the minds of the 
people. Some aspects of this argument have merit. Authors and 
publishers deserve to be rewarded; they are valuable to society and 
their roles need to be maintained through, for example, the protection 
available in copyright law. Other aspects of the argument advanced by 
the information entrepreneurs overlook essential points. Information 
is an indestructible commodity. If it is used it multiplies. It cannot be 
sold to each member of the market group with an exclusive right for 
individual use. Ideas will not be confined, and a publisher is ill-advised 
to suppress them editorially, or publish them in a product priced 
restrictively for a limited and rich clientele. Authors and scientists do 
not publish only for profit. Not one of the great men or women in the 
history of medicine, logic, science, biology, astronomy, physics or 
nuclear science who were mentioned by Bronowski wrote or published 
principally to enrich himself with royalties-nor did their publishers 
risk the outlay of resources solely for a return on investment. 
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Libraries offer no threar to the publisher; library networks enhance 
the opportunity for those who can buy information to learn the extent 
of what is available. Radio broadcasters, movie producers and book 
publishers once feared the spread of television. They thought (at least 
some did) that their business would be shouldered aside and, for a 
time, it was. Now, through changes in programming and publication, 
more radios are sold and used, more movies of high quality attract 
audiences at high prices, and more books and journals are sold than 
previously. Fear-not television-had been the temporary obstacle. 
Similarly, library networks are not a threat to the spread and utilization 
of information-quite the opposite. As networks prosper, a wider 
audience for the publisher’s product will appear, and the market will 
b roaden  for  the  sale of  more  and  more  packages of  
information-books, records, tapes, slides, newspapers, journals, or  
data bases. 
The  challenge of the papers in this issue is to bring about another 
step in the ascent of man through a proper democracy of the intellect. 
Each author addresses this direction differently; terms differ and the 
theorems corollary to the main proposition may seem remote. 
However, the connections should be made in the eye ofthe beholder. If 
we, as librarians and information specialists, can dedicate ourselves to 
the idea, much can be accomplished. The  burdensome problems we 
face in the areas of overpopulation, social unrest, insufficient energy or  
food, and polluted air and water can be solved. Information and the 
knowledge available through its use can meet these needs. Information 
leading to understanding is in fact the only defense against fear and 
panic. If it is employed by man to organize and utilize the resources 
available, the terror of an uncertain future can be dissipated. 
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